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PROBLEM ISSUES OF CLOSE AVIATION SUPPORT OF TROOPS BY ARMY AVIATION IN THE CONTEXT OF 

THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR AND POSSIBLE WAYS TO SOLUTION THEM 
 

O. Malkov, S. Pokhnatiuk, S. Kudymov, I. Sherykhov  
 

The article examines the current state of implementation of close air support tasks by the Army Aviation of the Ground 
Forces of the Armed Forces of Ukraine in the conditions of the Russian-Ukrainian war. A number of key problems are identified 
that make it impossible to effectively perform air support tasks, and it is concluded that the classical model of using helicopters 
with unguided aircraft missiles no longer meets the realities of the modern battlefield. An analysis of the prospects for increasing 
the effectiveness of close air support by integrating unmanned aviation systems with army aviation helicopters is conducted. 
Promising types of strike unmanned aerial vehicles, their technical parameters, possibilities of integration with the Mi-8 platform 
and application scenarios are analyzed. The transformation of the role of the helicopter from a direct attack platform to a 
command and strike platform, which performs the functions of a carrier, coordinator and target designator for strike swarms, is 
substantiated. The concept and model of integration of kamikaze drones with a system similar to Hivemind with army helicopters 
is proposed as an intelligent strike and reconnaissance superstructure to increase the accuracy of destruction and reduce the risk 
for crews. Recommendations are given for the development of tactics for the group use of helicopters and drones. Priority areas 
for further research are identified, in particular, the effectiveness of the combat use of kamikaze drones in the “swarm” format 
from a helicopter, standardization of control interfaces, development of tactics for the group use of helicopters and drones, as 
well as testing of autonomous solutions based on artificial intelligence. The results of the article form the basis for a new concept 
of close air support for troops, adapted to the drone-oriented format of modern warfare.. 
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